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LONDON, meZO—Onthesuﬂaee Mr. Priday was not surprised that -
Geoffrey Arthur Prime, the 44-year..:; l'us former. employee. had.worked for - °
c!d Briton charged with espionage, is ;. "‘British -intelligence. .\ 'Taxi- drivers, -
a stark contrast to the other spies 1n :” comein ali kinds,”” he said. “Geoffled _::
this country since World War 11, us to believe that the strain and stress
Rather than attending Cambﬂdge of working for the Government for the
.. University, as did Sir An-"" sort of ' money he was making there i
Man .. thony-" Blunt,  H.A.R.<: was just too much. He told us he and’
inthe, - Phﬂby. Ponald: Maclean .
News . -- and Guy’Burgess, Brit.:
v "ain’s. best-known spim, i
. Mr. -Prime: went. to the-taxi~ oompany, * Cheltax, " where
small technical colIegeinEnglands 4»todaynoonew0|ndcqmment.onmm ,
china-producing district, the -Pot- He,moved.$0.A2B, Private-Hire:seeks -
teries, in Staffordshire.” -7 - ing-more:flexible-hours;.butswhen-hism. .
Instead of serving in prominent pub- ' freelancesechedulesthereswassthrests
tic positions,. like Sir-Anthony,” who - €nedeby changes in company- policy,
was curator of ‘the art collection of - hegotarjobselling wine torestaurant$:
Queen Elizabeth II,-or Kim Philby, " andhotelsammdsanstohneuwalw?
who was once spokm of as a possible- . L
hesad of Britain’s secret: intelligence -
service, Mr. Prime has most recently =" .=
been unemployed. Before that; hewas : - .
. before World War 11, The ymmgat of -

awinesalesman and a taxi driver; ’
three sons 6f a nurseryman, hé went to

A gaunt-faced man described as &
hard worker and good friend by a for- '~ a local Roman Catholic village schoal

mer colleague,- Mr. 'Prime was ".before going on at the age.of'14 to . -
' charged:-at Heréford -magistrate’s - 'study in Staffordshire.:While in his -
court last Thursday with unspecified. .., 20°s he is reported to have joined the
acts of espionage in‘the penod from “ - sy e
Jan. 1,1968to Dec: 31,1981, 7. 7 ;
Duringtheﬂrstnineyearsofthat marﬂedawomanwiththreeymmg.
interval, he was employed at the Gen--, Sons. His wife, Rhona, the boys, and
eral Communications’ Headquarters .. -his parents are said to. have been in~;
at Cheltenham.. This is the nerve cen- . hiding for somedays.. .~ . :
ter of Britain’s intelligence network,' " . Mr. Priday-described Mr. B Prime'
and it works closely with the United . ‘ : :

States National Security Agency.
P S TE AL Tty el June 28 on three charges of indecent:
He Worked Crossword Puzzles’ assault; Mr Prime had lost consxder- .

Glouo&ster Road prlson in’ Hereford
culated or tntended to o0 el toan ?:rgmmch%nﬂ“ probably be
enemy for purposes pre; to'the-
safety and interests of the state. That== gemeyc:enm $riminal Court, =%
section was usedinall Britain’s major - “+Hewasearbitotéebherand didnt
spy cases. : oo
“ntz’ere sasx g% t{wbtgg (i!s highly intel- hacenvea m] nlt;chg%{aos:ns‘;ﬁf %Orﬁlgmcgf : ‘ >
gent,"”’ yon a ,chahman - ” IR
of the Cheltenham-based {axi compa- - leagu s here, Mr. Priday said.
ny, A2B Private Hire Ltd., where Mr: 4
¥rime-worked for-18 months before ===
xaavinrt‘g amic:bg;aﬁtm October. “Any-
" vne whocando sortheDaﬂy
Tiegrapn croosword pazes n 4 Czic;:s ?Iar ftPo\:l}shtBéshop
utes mustbe.” " - . erVi
The suspect, whoisreported tohave- Sl Qees ermany .
been a high-grade linguist for the Gov- i >
ermment’s communications h Approved For Release 2007/12/14 _CIA RDPQGBO‘I 172R000300030003-3
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